
Be Grow  Make

Followers Of

Jesus
This is our vision, based on the 
Great Commission distilled into 
something easy to understand 
and easy to remember even if it is 
not always easy to be or to do
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Be Grow  Make

Followers Of

Jesus
Discipleship (following Jesus) is not 

a programme – it’s a mindset, a 

lifestyle that puts Jesus first and 

foremost.  One where we respond 

to his love as a wife responds to the 

love of a husband
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“Where there is no prophetic vision the people 

are discouraged…”
Proverbs 29:18a (ESV)

“Write the vision; make it plain on tablets, so he 

may run who reads it.”
Habakkuk 2:2 (ESV)

The need for vision 

– why it is important to us.
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Now the eleven disciples went to Galilee, to the mountain to 
which Jesus had directed them. And when they saw him they 
worshipped him, but some doubted. And Jesus came and said 
to them, “All authority in heaven and on earth has been given 
to me. Go therefore and make disciples of all nations, 
baptising them in the name of the Father and of the Son and 
of the Holy Spirit, teaching them to observe all that I have 
commanded you. And behold, I am with you always, to the 
end of the age.”

Matthew 28:16-20 (ESV)

QUESTION:

What is the purpose of your life?  I wonder whether that is something 

you have pondered recently…?

Well I want to suggest that the answer, at least in part is given to us by 

Jesus in Matthew 28 – The Great Commission.
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Now the eleven disciples went to Galilee, to the mountain to 
which Jesus had directed them. And when they saw him they 
worshipped him, but some doubted. And Jesus came and said 
to them, “All authority in heaven and on earth has been given 
to me. Go therefore and make disciples of all nations, 
baptizing them in the name of the Father and of the Son and 
of the Holy Spirit, teaching them to observe all that I have 
commanded you. And behold, I am with you always, to the 
end of the age.”

Matthew 28:16-20 (ESV)

OUR PURPOSE 

3 Quick observations:

1. We are to follow Jesus – go where He directs us

2. We are to worship Him

3. We are to make disciples

Here then is a 1, 2, 3 of the purpose of our lives – follow Jesus worship 

Jesus and make disciples of Jesus. 

Ever wondered why we don’t go straight to heaven when we are born 

again, when we become disciples – Christians?  It is because we have 

a purpose.  And I want to suggest that this purpose is – to make 

disciples.

And we have embraced this as our vision as a Church here at King’s…
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VISION SUNDAY – SEPTEMBER 2020

BE FOLLOWERS OF JESUS

GROW (AS) FOLLOWERS OF JESUS

MAKE FOLLOWERS OF JESUS

BE FOLLOWERS OF JESUS

• As we read, we are to follow Jesus

• Also – we are not to point the way, but to take people with us – not 

travel agent but tour guide

GROW (AS) FOLLOWERS OF JESUS

• We must take responsibility for our growth in Jesus – deepening our 

relationship with Him

• We are to help others Grow by befriending, encouraging, 

supporting, praying for and sharing prophetic word with them

MAKE FOLLOWERS OF JESUS

• We are all witnesses; we all have a responsibility to share the Good 

News of the Gospel – individually and collectively – it is not a job we 

leave to evangelists!
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Am I following Jesus? It ALL starts with & flows from my 

relationship with Jesus

The aim of discipleship is to provoke each other to be better lovers of 

God and others. Anything less is not discipleship but delusion.

Steve Timmis, Acts 29 Network

Discipleship is an intentional pursuit

Mike Breen, Founder of 3DM

You can’t commend to others what you 

don’t treasure yourself

Daniel Goodman, City Church Cambridge

Peter’s calling and abandon of his business to follow Jesus

Matthew 4:18-22 Jesus Calls the First Disciples
18 While walking by the Sea of Galilee, he saw two brothers, Simon (who is called 
Peter) and Andrew his brother, casting a net into the sea, for they were fishermen. 
19 And he said to them, “Follow me, and I will make you fishers of men.”[b]

20 Immediately they left their nets and followed him. 21 And going on from there he 
saw two other brothers, James the son of Zebedee and John his brother, in the boat 
with Zebedee their father, mending their nets, and he called them. 22 Immediately 
they left the boat and their father and followed him.

We are not all called to change what we do or where we live, but we are called to 
follow and put Jesus first – above all else.

Following Jesus is our foundation, not a ‘bolt-on’ when we have time.  Jesus comes 
first!  As he first loved us (think about what he has done for us) so we shall love him

Pg 112 and 113: Why the big picture is important from: Fathering Leaders, Motivating 
Mission by David Devenish
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Peter gets it – he knows who Jesus is and that he is worth following, whatever the 
sacrifice:

Matthew 16:13-16 Peter Confesses Jesus as the Christ
13 Now when Jesus came into the district of Caesarea Philippi, he asked his disciples, 
“Who do people say that the Son of Man is?” 14 And they said, “Some say John the 
Baptist, others say Elijah, and others Jeremiah or one of the prophets.” 15 He said to 
them, “But who do you say that I am?” 16 Simon Peter replied, “You are the Christ, the 
Son of the living God.”

Matthew 19:27-30 The Rich Young Man
27 Then Peter said in reply, “See, we have left everything and followed you. What then 
will we have?” 28 Jesus said to them, “Truly, I say to you, in the new world,[b] when the 
Son of Man will sit on his glorious throne, you who have followed me will also sit on 
twelve thrones, judging the twelve tribes of Israel. 29 And everyone who has left 
houses or brothers or sisters or father or mother or children or lands, for my name's 
sake, will receive a hundredfold[c] and will inherit eternal life. 30 But many who are 
first will be last, and the last first.

Jesus is talking in a specific context, but the principle is that we give up things to 
follow Jesus.  As it was once said, the pay is poor – but the pension is out of this 
world!
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Am I growing in my relationship with Jesus, then am I 

helping others grow?

Maturity in Christ is God’s great purpose for 

every believer.

David Devenish, Leader of Catalyst (Newfrontiers sphere)

As you therefore have received Christ Jesus 

the Lord, so walk in Him, rooted and built up 

in Him and established in the faith, as you 

have been taught, abounding in it with 

thanksgiving.

Colossians 2:6-7 (NKJV)

Peter goes from observer to doer by spending time with and following Jesus.  We can 
focus on what he gets wrong and miss how much he gets right!

A few examples of how Peter grows – and helps others to grow by following Jesus 
and having spent time with him.  Peter sets the pace.

Peter leads the early brothers after Jesus has ascended and helps with Judas 
replacement:
Acts 1:
15 In those days Peter stood up among the brothers (the company of persons 
was in all about 120) and said, 16 “Brothers, the Scripture had to be fulfilled, 
which the Holy Spirit spoke beforehand by the mouth of David concerning 
Judas, who became a guide to those who arrested Jesus.

Peter preaches at Pentecost – many are saved and baptised in Holy Spirit (Acts 
2:14-41)

Peter heals the lame beggar – Acts 3:1-10
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Read page 264 & 265 on Individual Maturity from: Fathering Leaders, Motivating 
Mission by David Devenish

Grow works on two levels – our personal growth and the growth of those we are 
walking with

Paul – Barnabus (running partners) – Timothy are an excellent example of this in 
action
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Am I making disciples?

The highest of all missionary motives is neither obedience to the great 

commission (important as that is), nor love for sinners who are alienated 

and perishing (strong as that incentive is, especially when we 

contemplate the wrath of God), but rather zeal – burning passionate 

zeal – for the glory of Jesus Christ

John Stott, From The Message of Romans

Iron sharpens iron,

and one man sharpens another.

Proverbs 27:17

The result is that Peter is no longer an observer – he performs miracles, he preaches 
to crowd and sees thousands converted  He becomes the rock upon which Jesus 
builds his church.  And it ALL starts with the simple act of obediently following Jesus.

He doesn’t always get it right: but Jesus sees his love for Him, sees his desire to take 
risks and follow Him and calls him to be a rock upon which Jesus will build His church

Want to see Jesus move powerfully in your life – don’t worry about getting it all right 
– focus on obediently following Jesus

How do we make disciples?  Pg 46 from: Fathering Leaders, Motivating Mission by 
David Devenish

Annoying people, people we disagree with, people we struggle with help us grow –
they develop our character and teach us to love.  They are not people to steer clear 
off, although it is tempting, in order to have an easier, more comfortable, more 
pleasant experience
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If the church is the bride of Christ, what sort of bride 

are we going to be?

Our job is not to build the church, Jesus 

himself says he will do this.  Instead it is 

to be, grow and make followers of 

Jesus – with our foundation being our 

love and respect for Him

What would the church be like if…

• Everyone committed to pray together, and everyone 
committed to share the gospel together?

• It was marked by deep, genuine and lasting friendships, 
and was a place marked by love for a broken world?

• It equipped the next generation and gave itself to 
starting more churches?

All this is to come together and be outworked in and through the local church.  God’s 
plan A (and B and C etc.).  The church (you and I) equipped with Jesus and the power 
of Holy Spirit are the hope of the world!

Having the right foundation helps us when we grow and add new members as we 
need consistent understanding

We are so grateful to God for the journey he has us on.  We have been so blessed and 
seen some very real changes over recent years – deeper worship, better teaching, 
more evidence of charismatic gifts, such as prophecy – but we must press on.  And 
community, prayer and following Jesus together as a healthy church are priorities for 
us.

10



Making Followers using:

WORDS

WORKS

WONDERS

VISION SUNDAY – SEPTEMBER 2020

So, what does making disciples involve?

WORDS

We do have to preach the Gospel

We fear that we cannot preach or will not know the answers if we talk 

to people.  So, depending on how brave we feel we may or may not 

use words.  Sadly, all too often these days the ‘words of the Church’ just 

communicate what we stand against rather than what we stand for…  

By the way, there are some great tools available – one of which, the 3 

circles you can access through our Church website: 

www.kingscommunitychurch.org.uk.  

Another great way to use words is to tell our story – have your testimony 

ready – no one can dispute your personal experience!

WORKS
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Social justice – serving the poor, the vulnerable and the needy in our 

society – may be by giving to Charity or by physically serving the 

community in some way

And I fully advocate this – but it’s not enough – many people and 

organisations do good works, they are not necessarily Christians and 

they are not making disciples.  We are instructed by Jesus to look after 

the poor and the vulnerable, but again, on its own, this is not enough.

WORDS and WORKS are certainly needed to reach those that don’t yet 

know of the Father’s love and how they can have relationship with Him 

restored by choosing to make Jesus their Lord and Saviour.

When Jesus reaches out he consistently starts first with WONDERS.  

Healings, miracles, words of knowledge – these express the Father’s 

love and open the door to His words and His Works

When Jesus preaches the Gospel He also uses signs & wonders, miracles 

and healings.  They are a sign that the Gospel, that the love of God is 

real.

And maybe you are sitting there thinking, that’s all very well Andy, but 

Jesus is God and I am not.  Which is true.  However we have been 

given authority and also been told that we are to do even greater 

things than Jesus did: 1 John 14:12 - “Truly, truly, I say to you, whoever 

believes in me will also do the works that I do; and greater works than 

these will he do, because I am going to the Father.
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And they devoted themselves to the apostles' 
teaching and the fellowship, to the breaking of bread 
and the prayers. And awe came upon every soul, and 
many wonders and signs were being done through the 
apostles. And all who believed were together and had 
all things in common. And they were selling their 
possessions and belongings and distributing the 
proceeds to all, as any had need. And day by day, 
attending the temple together and breaking bread in 
their homes, they received their food with glad and 
generous hearts, praising God and having favour with 
all the people. And the Lord added to their number 

day by day those who were being saved

Acts 2:42-47 (ESV)

So we have missed out lots of very important and exciting content.

1. They have been filled with Holy Spirit – as promised by Jesus

2. Peter has addressed the crowd

3. They are so high on Holy Spirit that they are accused of being 

drunk

4. Holy Spirit miraculously translates Peters words into many different 

languages

5. Many people respond to the Gospel and are baptized

Read it when you get home and be inspired – Acts 2 is what Church is 

meant to look like – and it’s wonderful

And then we get to these verses on the screen – read them

I do not believe that this is recorded because it is meant to appear 

extraordinary, but rather for the Church it is meant to be our ordinary!

I think of them as a recipe for Church…
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1. People are devoted to the teaching of their leaders and to 

one another – regularly meeting together

2. They have communion together – in fact that is so important 

they do it when they are together and at home

3. They pray together

4. They are ALL filled with Holy Spirit

5. They experience signs and wonders - miracles

6. They look after one another

7. They serve the poor

8. They are grateful

9. They are generous

10. They praise God

GET THIS
And the Lord added to their number day by day
those who were being saved

DO THIS

I think of them as a recipe for Church…

1. People are devoted to the teaching of their leaders and to one 

another – regularly meeting together WORD

2. They have communion together – in fact that is so important they 

do it when they are together and at home  GOSPEL 

PROCLOMATION, OBEDIENCE and UNITY

3. They pray together  EVERYONE – MONDAY EVE PRAYER and 

SUNDAY B4 SERVICE

4. They are ALL filled with Holy Spirit – NEW PREACHING SERIES

5. They experience signs and wonders – miracles

WONDERS

6. They look after one another  - TAKE CARE – WHO IS MISSING – CALL 

THEM

7. They serve the poor WORKS

8. They are grateful  TESTIMONIES / WORSHIP

9. They are generous – GIVE 

10. They praise God  WORSHIP – SUNG and THROUGH LIFESTYLE / 

SERVICE TO OTHERS
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The outcome: And the Lord added to their number day by day those 

who were being saved

Want to see that?  Want to see the extraordinary become ordinary?  

Then we do the former…

For this to happen – EVERYONE has to play their part…
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EVERYONE PRAYING
If you then, who are evil, know how to 

give good gifts to your children, how much more will 

your Father who is in heaven give good things to 

those who ask him!  

Matt 7:11

And rising very early in the morning, while it was still 

dark, he departed and went out to a desolate 

place, and there he prayed 

Mark 1:35 

EVERYONE PRAYING

If you then, who are evil, know how to give good gifts to your children, how much 
more will your Father who is in heaven give good things to those who ask him!  Matt 
7:11

History shows us that great moves of God come on the back of His 

people praying.  Time in prayer is NEVER wasted – after all it is not about 

how it makes us feel – but about coming before a loving, generous, 

kind Father who loves to give good gifts.

We have opportunities to engage in corporate prayer – before Sunday 

service and on a Monday evening.  What in your life is more important 

than praying together?  Should it be?

It is also essential to take time to pray in private to – just as Jesus 

modelled to us: And rising very early in the morning, while it was still 

dark, he departed and went out to a desolate place, and there he 

prayed Mark 1:35 – good enough for Jesus, good enough for us!
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EVERYONE GIVING
Remember this—a farmer who plants only a few 

seeds will get a small crop. But the one who plants 

generously will get a generous crop. You must each 

decide in your heart how much to give. And don’t 

give reluctantly or in response to pressure. “For God 

loves a person who gives cheerfully.” And God will 

generously provide all you need. Then you will 

always have everything you need and plenty left 

over to share with others. As the Scriptures say,

“They share freely and give generously to the poor.

Their good deeds will be remembered forever.”

For God is the one who provides seed for the farmer 

and then bread to eat. 

EVERYONE GIVING

The Apostle Paul writes this to the Church in Corinth (2 Corinthians 9:6-

15)

6 Remember this—a farmer who plants only a few seeds will get a 

small crop. But the one who plants generously will get a generous 

crop. 7 You must each decide in your heart how much to give. 

And don’t give reluctantly or in response to pressure. “For God 

loves a person who gives cheerfully.” 8 And God will generously 

provide all you need. Then you will always have everything you 

need and plenty left over to share with others. 9 As the Scriptures 

say,

“They share freely and give generously to the poor.

Their good deeds will be remembered forever.”

10 For God is the one who provides seed for the farmer and then 

bread to eat. In the same way, he will provide and increase your 
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resources and then produce a great harvest of generosity in you.

11 Yes, you will be enriched in every way so that you can always 

be generous. And when we take your gifts to those who need 

them, they will thank God. 12 So two good things will result from 

this ministry of giving—the needs of the believers in Jerusalem will 

be met, and they will joyfully express their thanks to God.

13 As a result of your ministry, they will give glory to God. For your 

generosity to them and to all believers will prove that you are 

obedient to the Good News of Christ. 14 And they will pray for 

you with deep affection because of the overflowing grace God 

has given to you. 15 Thank God for this gift too wonderful for 

words!
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EVERYONE GIVING
In the same way, he will provide and increase your 

resources and then produce a great harvest of 

generosity in you.

Yes, you will be enriched in every way so that you 

can always be generous. And when we take your 

gifts to those who need them, they will thank God. 

So two good things will result from this ministry of 

giving—the needs of the believers in Jerusalem will 

be met, and they will joyfully express their thanks to 

God.

As a result of your ministry, they will give glory to 

God. 
2 Corinthians 9:6-15

EVERYONE GIVING

In the same way, he will provide and increase your resources and 

then produce a great harvest of generosity in you.

11 Yes, you will be enriched in every way so that you can always 

be generous. And when we take your gifts to those who need 

them, they will thank God. 12 So two good things will result from 

this ministry of giving—the needs of the believers in Jerusalem will 

be met, and they will joyfully express their thanks to God.

13 As a result of your ministry, they will give glory to God. 

To make the vision God has given us a reality takes finance.  

I’m not asking that you give to make anyone wealthy – Patrick, Neil 

and I do not take a salary, or even claim most of our expenses. 
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However, a place to meet, technical resources, marketing materials, 

refreshments, lunches, licenses, accountancy and website fees etc. 

etc. all have to be met.  Furthermore, we believe in being generous 

and give a significant proportion of our income away to Relational 

Mission and other Christian ministries that we partner with.  

How important is seeing people come to know Jesus as their Lord and 

Saviour and for them to be supported on that journey?  Important 

enough to make some financial sacrifices for?  In Acts 2, it was so 

important that they even sold their possessions.

Sacrificial giving is an act of worship, one we can only give this side of 

Heaven as it won’t be needed when we are in Heaven.  
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EVERYONE SERVING

Just as our bodies have many parts and each part has a 

special function, so it is with Christ’s body. We are many 

parts of one body, and we all belong to each other.

In his grace, God has given us different gifts for doing 

certain things well. 

So if God has given you the ability to prophesy, speak 

out with as much faith as God has given you. If your gift 

is serving others, serve them well. If you are a teacher, 

teach well. If your gift is to encourage others, be 

encouraging. If it is giving, give generously. If God has 

given you leadership ability, take the responsibility 

seriously. And if you have a gift for showing kindness to 

others, do it gladly.

EVERYONE SERVING

Romans 12: 4-11 (NLT)

Just as our bodies have many parts and each part has a special 

function, 5 so it is with Christ’s body. We are many parts of one 

body, and we all belong to each other.
6 In his grace, God has given us different gifts for doing certain 

things well. So if God has given you the ability to prophesy, speak 

out with as much faith as God has given you. 7 If your gift is 

serving others, serve them well. If you are a teacher, teach 

well. 8 If your gift is to encourage others, be encouraging. If it is 

giving, give generously. If God has given you leadership ability, 

take the responsibility seriously. And if you have a gift for showing 

kindness to others, do it gladly.
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EVERYONE SERVING

Don’t just pretend to love others. Really love them. Hate 

what is wrong. Hold tightly to what is good. Love each 

other with genuine affection, and take delight in 

honouring each other. Never be lazy, but work hard and 

serve the Lord enthusiastically.

Romans 12:4-11 (NLT)

EVERYONE SERVING

Romans 12: 4-11 (NLT)

9 Don’t just pretend to love others. Really love them. Hate what is 

wrong. Hold tightly to what is good. 10 Love each other with 

genuine affection, and take delight in honouring each 

other. 11 Never be lazy, but work hard and serve the Lord 

enthusiastically.
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EVERYONE SERVING

But as the believers rapidly multiplied, there were 

rumblings of discontent. The Greek-speaking believers 

complained about the Hebrew-speaking believers, 

saying that their widows were being discriminated 

against in the daily distribution of food.

So the Twelve called a meeting of all the believers. They 

said, “We apostles should spend our time teaching the 

word of God, not running a food program. And so, 

brothers, select seven men who are well respected and 

are full of the Spirit and wisdom. We will give them this 

responsibility. Then we apostles can spend our time in 

prayer and teaching the word.”

Acts 6:1-4

EVERYONE SERVING

Acts 6:1-4 (NLT)

But as the believers[a] rapidly multiplied, there were rumblings of 

discontent. The Greek-speaking believers complained about the 

Hebrew-speaking believers, saying that their widows were being 

discriminated against in the daily distribution of food.

2 So the Twelve called a meeting of all the believers. They said, 

“We apostles should spend our time teaching the word of God, 

not running a food program. 3 And so, brothers, select seven 

men who are well respected and are full of the Spirit and 

wisdom. We will give them this responsibility. 4 Then we apostles 

can spend our time in prayer and teaching the word.”

There are occasions when it is necessary for us to take a step back from 

serving.  They may include ill health, family circumstances, unresolved 

ongoing deliberate sin and unredeemed character issues – after all 
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broken people will most likely break people.

BUT these are not conditions we are meant to remain in.  So, whenever 

and wherever possible, let’s be a people who don’t wait to be asked, 

but look for and see opportunities to serve.  When many do a few tasks 

they become less burdensome for the few.

What a blessing to us those are who:

• Notice that something needs setting up

• That the washing up needs doing

• That a visitor is stood alone

• That someone needs a word of encouragement

We have lots of opportunity to serve, for example:

• Children’s work

• Worship

• Website – sermon uploads and the like

• Practical tasks that make Sundays operate – set-up, welcome, 

communion, projection, refreshments and the like

• Etc.

Let’s be people who are working on our Character by spending time 

with Jesus – praying and meditating on His Word and spending time 

with ne another building each other up and encouraging one another.

One of the struggles we have as Elders, is that having full-time jobs, 

families and all the busyness of life AND a lot of practical tasks for King’s 

is having the time to pray and study such that we can teach and lead 

well.  Look around at all the practical tasks that need to be done –

pretty much none require the qualification of Elder.  What can you 

volunteer to pick up in 2020 that would lessen our burden in order that 

we serve you better?

Past experiences don’t exclude you, rather God can use them such that 

they have prepared you for what He wants to achieve through you.  

Our God is a gracious God who gives us multiple chances.

20



Challenges for The Church (global) Today

‘God’s purpose in all this was to use the church to display his wisdom in its rich 

variety.’
Ephesians 3:10 (NLT)

UCB’s Word for the Day – 18th December 2020

Here are three of the challenges the church faces today: 

1) We can’t experience a new move of God if we insist on clinging to 

an old one. ‘God’s purpose in all this was to use the church to 

display his wisdom in its rich variety.’ The word revival doesn’t 

simply mean awakening something that’s asleep. It also means 

resurrecting that which is dead or dying, and causing it to come to 

life again. 

2) We fear excess, so we embrace mediocrity and call it balance. 

People aren’t drawn to us because of our similarities, but because 

of the things that make us unique. When it comes to our faith and 

our testimony, we mustn’t downplay, soft-pedal, or sidestep the 

very things God has given us that make us distinctive. If we do, 

people will be disappointed and go elsewhere. The disciples didn’t 

blend in with the crowd; their message and the demonstration of 

its power made them stand out. 
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3) We need to make room in the church for risk-takers and faith-

walkers. In the first miracle Jesus worked, changing water into 

wine, Mary told the servants, ‘Do whatever he tells you.’ (John 2:5 

ESV). Our need to be liked and to be popular can lead to a 

religious spirit that cripples risk-taking and faith-walking. Jesus 

promised: ‘you will receive power when the Holy Spirit has come 

upon you, and you will be my witnesses’ (Acts 1:8 ESV). 

So when God tells us to ‘do church’ differently, let’s not be afraid to 

step out and obey Him. 

God is revealing His vision to us and we follow, one step at a time.  18 

months ago, we had no idea that King’s would be like today.  I want to 

be honest, we do not know what it will look like 18 months ahead 

either!

However, if God asks us to do Church differently – such that it looks like 

the one described in our Bibles in the context of our time and culture –

then that is what we will do.  

The question is: are you ALL in?
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